Councillor ABRAHAMS:

Thank you, Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I rise to enter the debate on the petition requesting a contra-flow bike lane in Thorn Lane, Kangaroo Point.  


All too often things have been forced onto the residents in The Gabba Ward against their wishes.  But this is something that has uniform support, both from residents in The Gabba Ward but also those in Morningside Ward and many of those to the east of the city because this is a really great initiative.


With the contra flow path, the cars will go one way but bikes are able to go in both directions so providing a direct route, a commuter route, to the city from the eastern suburbs through Kangaroo Point.  


I’m interested that Councillor QUIRK said that this contra flow lane was part of the Clem 7 project.  That was not my understanding. That was not the advice that I was given from Mr Gregg Byers., Manager Major Projects.


Mr Gregg Byers needs to be commended because when I raised this issue with him, he agreed with the need and he took measures and found funding to implement this proposal.  I wish to put on record my thanks to Mr Buyers for his delivery of this project..  


But the people who will be most pleased by this decision are all the cyclists including those of the East BUG and those cyclists who travel this route on a daily basis. They collected this petition which had 200 signatures that they collected by merely just being on site one morning and getting the signatures.


They will be pleased with this response and I support their strong advocacy to improve the bikeways of our city relatively cheaply, the bikeways of their city.  The next step is a similar contra-flow bike lane along Stanley Street between the Mater  Hospital and The Gabba Cricket Grounds..


The number of cyclists using this route is much higher and the risk to pedestrians and cyclists on a daily basis higher on this route. To me, the Thorn Lane contraflow lane is a precedent and that precedent means that, with the LORD MAYOR’s stated objective of improving the safety of cyclists, the contra-flow bike lane in Stanley Street should be the next priority.

