Edited speech by Councillor Helen Abrahams supporting the creation of a park at Arrow and Queen Bess Street, Woolloongabba.

I wish to talk on Item E which is a request for a park at Queen Bess Street and Arrow Street, Woolloongabba.

I am delighted with Council’s response which states Council officers will have discussions with the State Government regarding the creation of a park.

I have previously spoken of the need for a new park in Woolloongabba. This proposal is for a park within an existing community, not within a car manufacturing area as was the location of the proposed park debated earlier. 

This existing community of Woolloongabba is likely to lose existing open space as a result of a development proposal. The opportunity to use land “leftover” from the Eastern Busway was an excellent opportunity for a designated park. 

With a park at this location, residents and children do not have to cross a four lane road to gain access to the park. It would be a place where they can all gather and it is overseen by three properties giving some sense of security.

I would be delighted, as I know the community would be, if the negotiations with Council deliver this park. I know the State Government and the local State member Premier Anna Bligh is considering this transfer favourably. Therefore I’m a little concerned that the report indicates the land might be too small and there might be noise or privacy issues. 

I would request Councillor Matic and through him to Council staff to work with me and the community so that we can put appropriate activities such as a community garden in this park and play equipment to make it a place that is embraced by the community and therefore overcomes some of the shortcomings of the site.

