Thank you, Madam Chair. I was not present at the Major Projects and Infrastructure Committee to hear the report on the rollout of Parking Meters so I am dependent of the written report presented to Council. Essentially, it contains three dot points; those being reference to relevant legislation, the vote in council when first approach and the existence of a local law. I suggest to you…

Chairman:
Point of order. Councillor SUTTON. 

Councillor SUTTON:
Can I ask Councillor ABRAHAMS a question? 

Councillor ABRAHAMS:
Full swing. I’m more than happy to take any question. 

Chairman:
Yes, Councillor SUTTON. 

Councillor SUTTON:
I just note that Councillor QUIRK’s presentation actually refers to the council’s decision to procure 878 parking meters. Can you maybe elaborate on where those parking meters are going, particularly with regards to whether or not they’re being placed around hospitals and if the LNP has a divided position on this as per the comments made by [Steve Dixon]? 

Chairman:
Thank you, Councillor SUTTON. I’m striking that question out. I’m striking that question out Councillor ABRAHAMS, resume your speech on the report, please. 

Councillor ABRAHAMS:
I will continue as I was saying. There are only three points in this most important issue and they didn’t relate to the details of the rollout of the parking meters.


I have here, for the first time, when it arrived in my office last week, the consultation documentation that the community of Kangaroo Point received as part of the consultation of this project. I repeat I did not have this information prior to the parking meters being installed. I received a briefing but was told no documentation was to be left with me. 


So the documentation that was part of the Councillor QUIRK’s fantastic consultative process, was:  

Firstly a letter that advised the areas where their parking permits would exempt them from metered spaces.  This letter had a map with a few orange lines to include where if you had a residential permit you would be able to park. I suggest most residents did not really comprehend the extent of the parking meters and so the significance was not understood. They certainly didn’t understand that most of areas with resident permit exempt parking meters were not located in the residential streets where they lived.

The second information was a beautiful glossy document that I show to members in the Council Chamber. It has lots of information but not one specific detail to tell residents what is happening outside their property. None at all. It contains generic information only. 


Finally the consultation was a map with four coloured lines to indicate the different time limits for parking meters in the peninsular. This was the information that I was given in the briefing. The only message I could take away was that every street in Kangaroo Point peninsula had parking meters with varying time limits varying between three and twelve hours. 

There was no way that it was possible to assess the information or take onboard what it actually meant. 


That was the “wonderful” consultation that was undertaken and of which Councillor QUIRK is so proud.
I do not believe residents understood there were only two area of kerb with ‘free’ parking. These are outside the Story Bridge Hotel and approximately five parks adjacent Captain Burke Park in Holman Street. Every other bit of kerb space in Kangaroo Point has ‘Pay and Display’ parking meters. This means everyone has to pay a meter if they don’t have a parking space in their unit. Many of the units are quite old, so they don’t. This means if residents can only park their vehicles in a parking meter space. As well if they have a friend come and visit them, the friend will have to pay a parking meter. None of this information has ever been explained to the residents. 


This is an intelligent community that understand the importance of information, yet they were at a complete loss to know what was happening. So to read the report of the Committee meeting that focuses on the legal powers increases my anger on behalf of the residents in Kangaroo Point about the rollout of the parking meters. 


There has not been any consultation. Instead information has been deliberately withheld from the local Councillor and the information to the community deliberately obfuscated. There was no face to face communication with any of the residents, business owners or retailers in Kangaroo Point prior to the installation of the parking meters. 


As a consequence, they are furious. Residents are receiving parking fines where they did not do so in the past. In the past, they rely on the enforcement of a two-hour parking permit.  


The issue is so extreme that, if they wish to relocate out of Kangaroo Point, they cannot have their removalist van remove their equipment without it receiving a parking fine. That is the extent of what happens when you do not consult with the local community.
There are only few businesses in Kangaroo Point. There are a limited number of Body Corporates. It is probably the easiest community to communicate with, if you went about it the right way and ask resident representatives what they thought was appropriate areas for parking meters, that are the areas of most contested kerb-side parking and what was the appropriate time limit.

Councillor QUIRK is receiving emails because they’re coming to me. Every one of the emails stresses that if Council had spoken to them it would have prevented these problems. The worst insult to this community is a petition they signed came to the council the response advised them that nine-hour parking meters would be installed in the Council car park under the Story Bridge. That has not happened, even though it was a commitment in a petition response. But Council made sure every inch, apart from those two I mentioned previously, every inch of kerb side space available means people are paying for the luxury of visiting the residents in this area. 


This is a disgrace. The fact that the Committee briefing was limited to those three dot points is salt in the wound. It’s a disgrace on disgrace. I can’t believe how angry I feel on behalf of the residents of Kangaroo Point. 

