Edited Speech by Cr Helen Abrahams on public toilets as part of the upgrade for the West End Ferry terminal

Cr ABRAHAMS

Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise to enter the debate on item B, which is the petition requesting a public toilet be provided as part of the West End Ferry Terminal. The members of the Chamber will see the response is that the petitioners be advised that their request be investigated.

Now I suggest the point of a petition is so the issue is investigated and a determination is made and residents are advised through the petition response of that determination.

I know that Councillor PRENTICE is very proud that she turns around her petitions in the shortest time possible. I suggest that it is very easy to turn a petition around in the shortest time possible if, in fact, you don’t assess or investigate or make a determination on what the petitioners are actually seeking. 

Therefore, I am very disappointed in this response. It is a “we continue to can do,  maybe one day, but we’re not telling you when” response to the petitioners. 

So I think it is important to let the Chamber know that there is currently a public toilet at the West End Ferry Terminal. It is used by people using the ferry terminal, by people using the park and maybe even joggers who are jogging past. It is a well used toilet, as I can attest, having been there a number of times getting petitions and watching people use it. It is not unreasonable—

LORD MAYOR:
Point of  order, Madam Chairman. 

Chairperson:
Just a moment, Councillor ABRAHAMS. Yes, LORD MAYOR.


LORD MAYOR:
Would Councillor ABRAHAMS like to sort of really clarify what she’s been doing around these public toilets? That didn’t come out perhaps the way that it was intended. 

Councillor ABRAHAMS: There are so few toilets that when they exist that you are very aware of them, because they are well used. I have been collecting petitions at the ferry terminal and one cannot but notice how well used this toilet is. LORD MAYOR, thank you for correcting my comments. 

You’ve given me the opportunity to stress there is a well used toilet at the ferry terminal. There is going to be a new terminal at the West End Ferry Terminal. There is also going to be a roundabout for the CityGlider at the West End Terminal.

Now I would suggest that those two facts would mean there is going to be a major upgrade of the existing terminal. The new design is currently in the public domain as a development application for the ferry terminal has been lodged. It does not take into account the roundabout so I believe it will need to be redesigned.  

In this redesign, there are a number of features that local residents would wish to see. The first, which is subject to this petition, is a public toilet. The second is the caged bike locker, which is not well used, should not be included. It may be more appropriate for a cycle hire station to be at this site. 

I suggest all of those features mean a major upgrade and so a public toilet can be incorporated into the ferry terminal As the LORD MAYOR has given a commitment to the roundabout and as that automatically means a redesign, I am at a loss to understand why Councillor PRENTICE and the officers in her department could not give the residents of West End a very clear answer and that answer is “yes, we will put the existing toilet in the design of the new city terminal” It is very simple and it is all that the petitioner’s are after.

So I object to: I do not support the recommendation, which is that the public toilets are still being investigated and one day you might know. Therefore, I move a motion.

I move that, in item B, paragraph 24, in Recommendation of the Active Transport and Economic Development Committee Report, the word “investigate” be substituted with “implement”. I think that then makes the intention very clear.

Madam Chairman, that would be contrary to the intent. 

Chairperson:
Thank you. 

Councillor NEWTON:
I second that amendment, Madam Chair. 

Chairperson:
The amendment has been moved by Councillor ABRAHAMS, seconded by Councillor NEWTON, that the word investigate be substituted with implement. 

Councillor ABRAHAMS:
Madam Chair, I would speak. 

Chairperson:
Just a moment. 

************************************ Missing transcript Cr prentice said that the amendment changed the spirit of the recommendation.

Councillor ABRAHAMS:
Madam Chair, may I put my position too, seeming you're seeking advice (from Cr Prentice), .

Chairperson:
Oh yes, Councillor. Just a moment, Councillor ABRAHAMS. Just a moment. I will allow the amendment to be debated. 

Councillor ABRAHAMS:
Thank you, Madam Chair. If Cr PRENTICE were going to investigate with the spirit of installing a public toilet, then she would not need to quibble about whether the word “implement” or “investigate” were different. 

The fact that Councillor PRENTICE has got up and said that my amendment  is not in the spirit of the motion and it’s recommendation, would suggest that the determination of her investigations will be in the negative. Because if she knew the investigations were serious and if she really was committed to restore this existing facility to the residents of West End, she would not be quibbling the difference of investigate and implement. 

Surely, Madam Chair, one of the options of that investigation would be to install the toilet and therefore it is absolutely relevant that this motion stands and the residents of West End know that council will install the toilet. It is a simple request. They have a toilet. It is extremely well used. They wish to retain this facility. 

Therefore, I urge Councillor PRENTICE to show leadership on the other side of the Chamber and get the Liberal National Party councillors to support my amendment, which is simple a can do approach for the delivery of a public toilet. 

