Chairperson

I would like to call on Mrs Sharon Barney who is going to speak on parking issues in Panitya, Lilly and Lucy Streets at Stones Corner.


Mrs Barney, please proceed; you have five minutes.

Mrs Barney:


Thank you. Madam Chairman, LORD MAYOR and Councillors, my name is Sharon Barney and I have been elected by my local residents of Panitya, Lilly and Lucy Streets at Greenslopes to be here today as a representative requesting Council to agree to a residential parking scheme. I have four reasons for that. I have four factors that contribute to an issue with this parking issue that we do have at present. One is the East Leagues Football Club. They have no off road parking for their players to play, for training, their representative games, their football matches and whatnot, and the participants, and their watchers who come and watch them play. They are all parking on our footpaths, over our driveways, the yellow lines that are marked in our street, you name it, they are doing it.

Also, over the last two years we’ve had an increase from April to September in their football matches, and their training schedules, so with that and the overlap with Langlands Memorial Swimming Pool in our street which has no off road parking, we have continually 24-7 have car parking full on in our street due to swimming lessons between 2.30 and 5 o’clock every day of the week. At 5 o’clock in the morning, you could come into our street and the whole street would be full of cars. Night time to 7 o’clock at night, in regards to the actual pool itself, 8.30 three nights a week because of the football, the football players, and their training schedules, and to throw another equation into it, we have East Leagues Club who have just recently completed two function centres for weddings and whatnot, who boast of 5,000 members, and only have 160 car parks.

With this, keeping this all in mind, there is obviously not sufficient car parking for everybody around us, including the residents. We are very lucky to even get into our street on a daily basis. We cannot have anybody in our street to do any type of work on our properties, visitors; they have to park pretty much on the other side of Old Cleveland Road. 

Another thing that is going to be thrown into this equation is the Langlands Park busway which will be completed at the end of this year. We are majorly concerned about the long day parking that is going to happen due to the fact of this opening. Because this is the last one in the role of the busways at the moment, until the next one is built, this is obviously going to be a major contributor to the congestion in and around Stones Corner. 

To top it off, last week my daughter brings home from Buranda State School a TravelSmart plan that actually cites Langlands Park as a parking area for them to do their new health scheme that they are doing, which is obviously going to contribute to another parking issue in our street. We’re requesting Council, please, to let us have a residential parking scheme. I know residents in Longlands Street have two residential parking permits plus two visitors car parks. I believe we should have it also.  We have more cars in our street than they do on a regular basis. We have it 24-7, seven days a week. 

It is Council’s regulation that they actually do have a parking scheme in and around busways. We not only have one thing that is contributing to this, we have three factors: East Leagues Club, East Football Club, Langlands Swimming Pool which, I might add, has no off road parking. Over the last 16 to 18 months, this pool has had solar heating implemented into their pools, which is obviously making their period of swimming, thus the pool being open, going from a seasonal, from probably the likes of October to the likes of the end of April; it is now all year round. So we’ve got no off peak time. Before we used to—I have lived in this street for 22 years, since 1988, so I’ve seen a lot of growth in that area, and we are not against growth. We are not against that whatsoever. All we want is a fair bloody go. 

We want to be able to park in our street. We want to be able to put our cars there if we need to have someone visit us. We want to be able to have that. We don’t want to have to walk up to the top of the hill and over to get somewhere to park, to walk up a hill to come down. I want to be able to come home and park my bloody car. I know it’s no guarantee we’re going to have a car park where we either park there with this residential thing, but at least we’ve got the chance to do that and have the long term parking on the street if we do. We can’t even have interstate visitors come and park at our properties. They’d have to park four friggin’ blocks away along the other side of Old Cleveland Road to visit. It’s not on. 

I mean, come on Council, you have to. You’re increasing our rates every year. I just got my land values gone up 50 grand this year; you’re going to increase my rates again. We’ve got a busway at the end that’s contributing to issues that we’ve got in our school, in and around this area. The congestion is just out of control.

Chairman:
Thank you, Mrs Barney, your five minutes has expired.

Mrs Barney:
Thank you.

Chairman:
Councillor de WIT, would you like to respond please?

Councillor de WIT:


Thank you, Madam Chairman. Thank you, Mrs Barney, for coming in this afternoon to tell us about the issues in your streets. A couple of things first of all. The traffic problem as I understand it has really increased with the construction workers for the Eastern Busway. It’s a pity that the State Government hasn’t provided adequately for those workers and also there is no doubt that any busway station requires a Park ’n Ride facility, and we have been advised by TransLink that they do not construct Park ’n Rides near busway stations in the inner city suburbs. So that is going to be an ongoing problem.


It was only in March, only about six weeks ago actually, that there was a petition that came through the Chamber in relation to this, and as you are aware, there was consultation done by the Eastern Busway Alliance, and what they came up with was that there should be a combination of three-hour parking in some areas and no-standing in other areas to try to relieve some of the issues that are there.


The Eastern Busway Alliance has indicated that they will implement that parking scheme when they have finished the work. Mrs Barney, given the situation, that there are obviously issues, and with the football club which has always been there, I think we need to wait and see what happens when we get rid of the construction workers. Let us see what happens when this parking scheme that has been approved, and we do have the agreement of the Eastern Busway Alliance to implement that parking scheme. Certainly I am prepared to stay in contact with you.


I would hope that Councillor ABRAHAMS has approached the State Government, her colleagues in George Street, to try to do something about the issue of parking near that busway station, because TransLink has a policy that obviously is not going to work in this situation, and in others where we have major busway stations. Of course people are going to drive to those stations, and there has to be adequate parking. I think given how recently we have gone through this issue, and the decision has been made that we will implement a parking scheme, even though it is not a residential permit parking scheme, I would like to see how we go.


The other point that you raised that concerned me was the illegal parking that is taking place. We will certainly get some officers out there. If you can give us an indication of when those problems are occurring, I am guessing during football matches—

Mrs Barney:
I have already done that.

Councillor de WIT:
No, but we were not—

Mrs Barney:
I have so many references—

Chairman:
Mrs Barney, thank you.

Councillor de WIT:
No, hold on.

Councillors interjecting.

Chairman:
Order!

Councillor de WIT:
It is a pity that the Labor Party finds this so humorous. 

Chairman:
Order!

Councillor de WIT:
Madam Chairman, when there is illegal parking taking place in this city, we have officers available any time of the day, and particularly at times like this, to go out there and start to enforce the parking regulations to ensure the safety of everyone involved. We will certainly do that.


As well as that, I would urge all residents to immediately phone the contact centre when they do see instances such as this. But we will certainly have a program of getting officers out to that area to deal with it. But I understand the issues you are raising, and as I say, I am going to keep an eye on it, and let us just see what happens when we get the busway station in operation. But thank you for coming in this afternoon.

Chairman:
Thank you, Mrs Barney.

Councillor SUTTON:
Point of order, Madam Chair.          

Chairman:
Point of order; Councillor SUTTON.

Councillor SUTTON:
I would like to move a suspension of so much of the Standing Orders that would allow this Council to urgently debate right now Council’s policy on allowing resident parking permits in and around key public transport facilities.

Councillor DICK:
Seconded, Madam Chairman.

Chairman:
It has been moved by Councillor SUTTON and seconded by Councillor DICK that the Rules of Procedure be suspended to allow a motion to be moved concerning residential parking permits. Three minutes for urgency, please, Councillor SUTTON.

Councillor SUTTON:
Thank you, Madam Chair. This matter is urgent for two reasons. At the time when Campbell Newman vacated his role as Lord Mayor in this city, the Labor Opposition claimed that the can-do spirit had well and truly left the building. Well, Madam Chair, if Councillor de WIT’s response to Mrs Barney today is any more evidence, just to say that this Administration has lost its can-do spirit, it has lost its can-do attitude. The best Councillor de WIT could offer Mrs Barney is ‘We will look at it; we will keep an eye on it.’ Madam Chair, that is simply not good enough. 

Mrs Barney is not alone in her request to Brisbane City Council today. All over Brisbane, residents in suburbs like Stones Corner, residents in suburbs like Hawthorne, like New Farm—

Councillor BOURKE:
Point of order, Madam Chairman.

Councillor SUTTON:
—like Teneriffe—

Councillor BOURKE:
Point of order, Madam Chairman.

Chairman:
Point of order, Councillor SUTTON.

Councillor SUTTON:
—all over this city—

Chairman:
Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Councillor SUTTON should be establishing urgency, not delivering her pre-election speech.

Chairman:
Thank you, Councillor BOURKE; I was just waiting to see where it was going before I called that through. Councillor SUTTON.

Councillor SUTTON:
Yes, Madam Chair. Around Mount Ommaney Shopping Centre, residents are standing up saying they want Brisbane City Council to review its resident parking permit scheme and where it allows resident parking permits to be implemented—

Chairman:
Thank you, Councillor SUTTON; why are we halting today’s business to debate this motion?

Councillor SUTTON:
Madam Chair, it is urgent because we have just heard from another unhappy Brisbane City Council resident who quite eloquently put the case. Her rates are going up; she has called and got no end of reference numbers from Brisbane City Council about illegal parking. This Council is not doing anything to help her. We are debating—we are shortly to debate a motion that talks about restructuring Council and establishing a lifestyle division. Nothing is impacting more heavily on local residents out there in our suburbs than the fact that they cannot get in and out of their driveways to get to and from work, to get the kids to and from school, to actually get tradespeople that need to get into their homes to service their homes; this is a lifestyle issue. It is an issue that this LNP Council refuses to review and accept.

Chairman:
Councillor SUTTON—

Councillor SUTTON:
It is urgent—

Chairman:
—why is it urgent now and not a formal motion next week?

Councillor SUTTON:
Madam Chair, it is urgent because yet again we have just heard from another local resident who is unhappy about the fact that this Administration, day after day, week after week, says No Can Do. Brisbane residents are saying that is no longer good enough. When we have residents—I am sure Mrs Barney is a very, very busy woman. I am sure that she has got a lot on her plate. She should not have to give up her time to come in here and beg and plead with an LNP Administration that is clearly not listening. We have had petition after petition after petition—

Chairman:
Councillor SUTTON, your three minutes has expired.

Councillor SUTTON:
—in this place, and this LNP Administration is not listening.

Chairman:
Councillor JOHNSTON. I will now put the motion: all those in favour say aye.

Councillors say aye.

Chairman:
To the contrary, no.

Councillors say no.

General Business

Councillor ABRAHAMS

Thank you Madam Chair.  Madam Chair, I wish to discuss the issue of parking in Panitya Street, Lilly Street and Lucy Street, Greenslopes.

We have all heard today a very articulate and highly representative presentation by Sharon Barney.  Everyone knows that she was representing her community, that she was giving us a very clear experience of the issues she's facing as a result of three, soon to be four, trip generators in her street.

Those trip generators being a football club, being a Leagues club, a swimming pool and soon a bus station as part of the Eastern Busway.

Her street is one of three connected streets that form a U; that link onto  Old Cleveland Road. They go nowhere.  They are, in all sense and purposes, a backwater.

Their needs and their concerns about the parking in their streets is something they have told me from the very first day I represented their area as the Councillor for The Gabba.

It is clearly that there are too many people wishing to park in a limited  area that's commuter parking, worker parking, and recreational parking than there are spaces, and it certainly leaves no area for the residents or the residents' friends or the residents' relatives or their tradespeople to park.

I live in a residential parking scheme and I know my needs are less than these three streets for the need for a residential parking scheme, but they have been denied it.

I now wish to enter the debate refuting what Councillor de WIT said in response to an extremely tolerant resident who didn't have the chance to tell Councillor de WIT on every call she got it incorrect.

The state government will not propose a Park and Ride carpark for inner city bus stations and neither should they.  Those bus stations are to service the local community. As well they are providing for higher density development so those residents can use that bus station consistent with transit orientated development.

So why would either a council or a state government think about putting a park and ride car park adjacent a bus station?  Also why would they think about doing it if every other bus station closer toward the city does not have a park and ride car park?  There needs to be a principle decision and it needs to be upheld.  

Also why would Councillor de WIT, when we today have just approved a Congestion Reduction Branch in Council, be proposing that we are going to have commuters driving to park at Lang Park, Main Avenue Greenslopes?  That is not a congestion reduction strategy it is a congestion stimulating strategy.  So that argument Councillor de WIT was flawed and seriously flawed.

When the LORD MAYOR was first elected, he wanted to put a five storey bus car park beside the Green Bridge and the community of Brisbane said don’t do it.  If it's bus infrastructure you don't put a park and ride car park beside it.

The other issue that Councillor de WIT said was that I needed to make representation to the state government regarding the resident parking scheme.  I did.  I did and so did the officer working on the Eastern Busway project. Do you know what they want for those three streets?  They want a residential parking scheme, but they were told this Council Administration did not support a residential parking scheme around bus stations and, therefore, you won't get approval.  

This political motivated decision took no account of the concerns and distress of that community. So don't tell me I should have made representation. We all saw Sharon's face when you said that Councillor de WIT.  I'm surprised she stayed on her seat she was so angry at your response. because she and I make representation for a residential parking scheme.

The final area where you were completely incorrect was about the illegal parking and when you advised just call up and get that Rapid Response Team out and they will fine the offenders and they'll stop parking illegally.  

Councillor de WIT on Saturday the Rapid Response Team was out there, not only for illegal parking in the street but for 50 cars parking in the park beside the newly upgraded playground.   Councillor de WIT those CARS officer did not fine one car.  

This is after repeated representation on my behalf, repeated representation on Sharon's behalf, and this is inappropriate.  They offered a warning notice. A warning notice that follows on previous warning notices. They are not enforcing the basic requirement to keep our parks and our playgrounds safe.

So Councillor de WIT I urge you and all of the councillors on the Administration put away your policy, it is wrong, and look at the merits of this situation.  It is not too late to simply implement a residential parking scheme for these three streets as they are an isolated pocket.  

There is Main Avenue which separates them on one side, Old Cleveland Road that separates on the other and to the west there is industry, to the north there is a creek.  So they are the best isolated little community to be considered on its merits and to be given a residential parking scheme.

I don't believe there is any Councillor in this Chamber who didn't feel a huge sense of disquiet as Sharon explained the impact of the parking on her life every day, every week, every month which is now what she's experienced.

I have this situation where people are ringing me because they cannot get out of their driveways because they're parked in because people have parked without giving due care.

The answer is not to have CARS officers on site. CARS officers are to enforce the law for the one or two per cent who continually to break the law.  There is another approach. It is to say to commuter drivers you are not wanted in this area through a residential parking scheme. 

Now for those, on the other side of the Chamber, who think I might be heartless where it comes to the sports club and the swimming pool nothing can be further from the truth.. I've worked with those community groups and now the grounds of East's are opened up for them to park leaving the streets free for residents.  Well done East Leagues.

I do believe the situation of the cars in the parkland will also be addressed, as I have funded the cost of fences to prevent this happening in the future.  But that doesn't take away from the issue of the residents and their need for a residential parking scheme.

So Councillor de WIT if you're going to respond, please at least acknowledge the information and work of the local councillor.  Why don't we ask the local councillor what are the issues and then you would not be in the situation of causing so much angst and lack of respect for Council and yourself in our community.

