Councillor ABRAHAMS:
Thank you, Madam Chair. I would speak on two matters, that being Davies Park and the other one the West End Riverside Park. 


Today, in the Environment, Parks and Sustainability committee, I asked of Councillor Matic if he could provide me a briefing on the work that's been undertaken to improve Davies Park this financial year. I await his response. 

I did so because I am concerned that I've heard, very indirectly may I say, that there is a proposal to remove the barbed wire fence and the mounds within the park. Fantastic, Excellent. I've spoken before previously in the Chamber calling for these changes and they have my total support. 


But I also understand that picnic shelters and a toilet block may be proposed along this frontage of Montague Road prior to the finalising of the Master Plan for Davies Park. Those two facilities, picnic tables and toilets, are simply being located at this location because the toilets are in very poor condition. They simply have to be improved and there is no other obvious site. The Master Plan has not been completed so this spae is proposed. 

I make a plea. Please let us make sure there is an overall plan for Davies Park and these improvements are constructed in the appropriate location. At the moment, as you drive along Montague Road, the visual amenity of Davies Park is far from satisfactory. To put a toilet along this frontage with shade shelters means the users are exposed to high levels of traffic and traffic noise. These works will not provide an welcoming entrance into the park, I think would be a very retrograde step. It isn't good urban design. It isn't what I would wish or the community would wish to see with this park. So please, I make a plea. Is it possible to do some consultation initially so that we can all be happy with the location of the toilets and shade shelters even if there are constraints?
The other issue I'd like to talk about is the West End Riverside Park. In doing so, I would like to show to the Council Chamber and table this photo. It clearly shows a stormwater inlet, the road and some bollards, thin bollards. They're a beautiful colour blue when you're onsite. 
There is literally a two-metre difference from where the bollards are actually installed and the edge of the stormwater inlet.  
The stormwater inlet is also the alignment where over road infrastructure is located if you note the street light. This difference in the location of the bollards and the road infrastructure is happening along the length of  West End Riverside Park at the moment because there is no decision, there is no detailed design on what should be happening with the upgrade of this parkland. So by default the improvements are occurring through developer contributions 

The photo is taken outside of Flow Apartments The developer has undertaken these improvements and. I have no problem with that so long it is to an overall design for the park.

The residents have a problem because they think they own the Lomandra landscaping on the bank. They think that's part of their site. They believe those blue bollards is on their property boundary. 

When I advised them that that's not the case and that   the slope is Council land they ask me to replant the landscaping. As you can see from this photo there is a wasteland along the bottom of the slope and up to the bollards. It's full of weeds. It's full of rocks. It's a wasteland rather than useful parkland. (photo attached)
It is clear that there is two metres of width of flat parkland land that is not accessible for the community. The bollards prevent access.
Without the Master Plan for this parkland, Council is effectively alienating Council land through this default design. The length of the alienated land is two metres by three and a half kilometres. That is over 7000 square metres of land in a park, in an area where parkland is a scarce, that has been alienated from public use and it is highly desirable flat land beside the river bank. This is a disgrace. This is absolute encroachment, through neglect, of land as the land perceived to be inaccessible to the community through a design which is archaic. This design was used as a temporary design before I was even elected and that was nine years ago, and has been continued to be rolled out in spite of a two year consultation process with the community to close the road in this park.  

Councillor Matic it is not good enough. It is a design that is totally inappropriate. I also believe Councillor Cooper is responsible as well because you are alienating land from the residents of West End and the residents of Brisbane, because of your inaction. 

So I make a plea again. Have some backbone. Make a decision. Work out that you can actually put the park pathway at the butt of the slope of the embankment. This is the alignment of the existing infrastructure. It means residents have access to all of the flat park land. 

I am requesting why not. Why? What reason could anyone give not to proceed with what is a very simple request and basic urban design? 
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