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Draft Kangaroo Point South Neighbourhood Plan

Thank you, Madam Chair. I rise to debate item C, which is the Draft Kangaroo Point South Neighbourhood Plan. It is a great change to be able to say that the local residents have been listened to. The 240 residents who prepared a submission, and they come from a small area compared to other neighbourhood plans, represent a significant response. 

Those submissions are still secret and have not been released to me, in spite of my asking for them. However I know that the majority of residents, in those submissions, objected to the heights and the loss of the character houses. There were 155 character houses under immediate threat to be demolished so that apartment buildings that were five storeys, eight storeys or twelve storeys could be constructed south of Raymond Park in what’s called the Raymond Park South precinct. 

The local community group, Preserve KP, has probably been the most effective, determined community group that I’ve seen to make sure that the whole community was aware of what was befalling their character houses. That’s why we got such a huge response of submissions. 

What is also a delight is that the Liberal National Party administration have listened to those responses and they are back-zoning those areas, with the exception of one small area, into Character Residential Area, from the current zone of Low Medium Residential Area. 

This is a very significant change to the Draft Kangaroo Point South Neighbourhood Plan and I thank Councillor Cooper and the Lord Mayor for doing so. 

I also note that a similar precedent had been put in place for the suburbs of Highgate Hill and West End with the West End Woolloongabba Local Plan. Further I note that if this is appropriate for these character houses in Kangaroo Point to be back zoned, Council should screen through the other character houses suburbs in the inner city areas and see if it’s appropriate for them too to be back-zoned as well. 

It is appropriate that Council does so because every time I talk to the community about what they want for Brisbane, character houses is the one thing they believe identifies Brisbane and they would wish to see them protected. 
There are other positive features, one of which is the protection of pre-turn-of-the-century dwellings. And again, I welcome that change. 

However, I have consulted the local community and while they appreciate they’ve been listened to, they are seeking further amendments and want further changes to the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Specifically, Baines Street, looking into Raymond Park, has a proposal for five-storey buildings. Those buildings will tower over the park and detract from its open space values. The proposal is for mixed use, including shops and offices, which the community believes are intrusive. Having looked at the street, I believe there are very few opportunities for redevelopment because already there are several apartment buildings in the street. I believe this is poor planning and it should be amended. 

There is considerable density along the main roads and in the main the community supports this development as they understand the need for that density and happily there have been no changes from the consultation process. 

It’s important to note as we heard from our Guest Speaker today, the community is not against development, but they’re against the inappropriate development on inappropriate sites without appropriate infrastructure. They’re wise enough to know that these main streets are where there is appropriate infrastructure and a need for some density. 

The major flaw with what we have before us is the proposal along Vulture Street in relation to the Russian Orthodox Cathedral. Many councillors will remember that we had Con Drodovskii come and address us. He was very impassioned at just how important the Russian Orthodox Cathedral was for the history of our city. 

The Kangaroo Point Neighbourhood Plan proposes in fact 15 storey building heights and, because it’s a significant site, possibly 17 or 20 storey buildings. These will be cheek and jowl against the Russian Orthodox Cathedral. I believe that is a major deficiency in this plan. It indicates that the Lord Mayor hasn’t listened to some of the major history of the inner city area. 

I know that the Russian community has consulted Councillor Cooper with a very innovative proposal to have a heritage walk highlighting the five major churches in the area. The two on Hawthorne Street, immediately south of the Chalk Hotel to St Mary’s Anglican Church at Kangaroo Point. The proposal is that the Russian Orthodox Cathedral is the centre-point for the heritage walk with an open space beside the cathedral. I support the proposal and I believe that it would be possible, within the neighbourhood plan, for that change to be incorporated. . 

So what I’d like to do is move an amendment to the proposal which is now being distributed. I will read that motion to amend the current plan. 
“That the recommendation be withdrawn to allow council officers to amend the recommendation and attachments B, C and D, in consultation with the Russian community to reduce the building heights adjacent to the Russian Orthodox Cathedral in the Vulture Street precinct and to report back to council”. 

Thank you, Madam Chair. The essence of this amendment is, while the plan has some wonderful features, it still falls short. I met with residents yesterday so I was able to represent them today.  Their message was the Kangaroo Point South Neighbourhood Plan is great as far as it goes, but it falls short. 

The Preserve KP members were always working for all the community of in the Neighbourhood Plan area and the Russian community wishes was an important part of their campaign. So they are saying if they have been successful in protecting their homes, it is appropriate that the needs of the Russian community should be reviewed and further consultation carried out. 

My opinion as local Councillor is that which the Lord Mayor made to the people of Brisbane when he was a Lord Mayoral candidate. Neighbourhood plans enable the community to determine the relevant density in their area which should reflect the character and history and infrastructure. 

I believe this Neighbourhood Plan falls short because of the lack of consideration given to the Russian Cathedral. My amendment is very simple.  Lord Mayor, take the Neighbourhood Plan back please. Consult the Russian community and come back with a way to mitigate the adverse impact of 17-storey building or 20-storey building, depending on what will be approved on that site.  Council needs to get a better interface for the Cathedral. That is what anyone would do who respects the heritage of their city.

So it’s a simple proposal and I look for support on both sides of the Chamber. 

