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This fact sheet provides advice for residents about Council approvals for repair or to rebuild

a house after a flood, including renovations, plumbing and pool fences.

Will | need Council approval?

This will depend on the extent, type of repairs and
renovations proposed and whether your house:

e complies with the Acceptable Solutions in the
House Code

is a Heritage House

is located in a Demolition Control Precinct (DCP)
is on a Small Lot

is located in a non-residential area.

Before you begin work, you need to check what
approval, if any, is required. Some work will be minor
but may require a building approval from a private
building certifier, particularly if it is structural in nature.
Other buildings may need more major work and some
home owners may be considering more renovations,
such as raising the house to improve flood immunity.

If you need an approval, there are two types:

1. Planning approvals (known as a Development
Application or DA) provided by Brisbane City
Council. Where DA approval is required, a BA is
also required.

2.Building approvals (BA) provided by private
building certifiers.

Planning approvals/DA:

* houses which are over 8.5m in height or located
in a DCP or on a Small Lot

e heritage houses

° pontoons.

Building approvals:

* houses

e retaining walls, swimming pools and
pool fences

e fire safety systems.

What if I'm rebuilding my house to
exactly as it was pre-flood?

If you intend rebuilding or repairing your house
'like-for-like" because your house was damaged

by the flood, you do not need a DA, providing the
previous building was lawful. If you want to rebuild
it differently from the original approval, you will
need a BA and you may need a DA.

How do | obtain a copy of previously
approved plans so | can build
‘like-for-like’?

Council does have some building plans for houses,
house alterations and extensions approved since
1987. Contact Council on (07) 3403 8888 to check
if Council has a copy of your approved building
plans.

If you decide to rebuild ‘like-for-like’ you should be
aware that the original house may not have flood
immunity to Council’s current standards. You may
want to consider raising your house to achieve higher
flood immunity. If the intended height of the house
exceeds 8.5m above the ground level then a DA will
be required.

How can | make my house more
flood resilient?

You could consider raising your house (see next page)
and use building products that have higher water
resistance ratings. The Queensland Government

has produced a fact sheet regarding water resilient
products and building techniques. See “Other
Useful Information” for details.

My house has been flooded but
does not need repairs. Do | need an
approval to move back in?

There are no Council approvals required. See the
Building Services Authority (BSA) fact sheet “"Guide
to rebuilding after a flood” at www.bsa.qgld.gov.au

How will | know if my house is in a DCP,
on a small lot or in a non-residential area?

To check if this applies to your house, contact Council
or do a property enquiry through PD Online on
Council's website (www.brisbane.gld.gov.au)

For latest information visit Council’s website www.brisbane.qld.gov.au



fee of $117.00 (2010/11 financial year) will apply to
plumbing application to replace existing piping and
existing plumbing fixtures.

For commercial properties please contact Council’s
Plumbing Services Group for a quote on the
application fees and for advice on the requirements
of lodging a commercial plumbing application with
Council. Phone Council on (07) 3403 8888.

lodged with Council?

Council advises that an application be lodged for
works that involve replacing an existing toilet pedestal
or more than 3m of sanitary drainage. A Council
plumbing inspector will attend the property if an
application is lodged to ensure all works installed

by the licensed plumbing contractor comply with
legislative requirements.



















