Edited Speech by Cr Helen Abrahams on the City Glider Service on 10 November 2009
Thank you, Acting Chairwoman. I rise to speak on item B which is the petition from local residents opposed to the route of Council’s planned Glider bus service. 
I support the change of the original route that used Orleigh, Ryan, Morry and Hoogley Street as a loop. [4298th (Ordinary) Meeting – 10 November 2009 p 92]

The community reaction to this was immediate. In fact with two days of the announcement, they held a meeting of 20 people at one of their properties. They called for a roundabout in Orleigh Street at the City Cat ferry terminal.
 The reason for they concern was that Ryan Street is not on a designated route, yet bus drivers frequently use it as a shortcut to the Orleigh Street terminus. In doing so they have sideswiped a number of cars and damaged street signs because it is just too difficult to turn through those streets safely without causing damage.
Councillors know just how difficult it is to prove who has damaged the vehicle if there has been no witnesses or it was not possible to get the bus number.

So I’m delighted that the first route proposed has changed.
 Last week the LORD MAYOR presented a petition to Council on behalf of the residents of Gray Road who did not support the significant increase in the number of increased buses using Gray Road as a loop for the City Glider. 

The City Glider is a 5 to 10 minute service and so is a  5 to 10 minute service and so a significant impost in any residential street. Gray Road has traffic calming and so the turning of large vehicles is constrained in this street.  I don’t believe is an adequate solution for the terminus simply to use local streets.

I was listened Councillor PRENTICE earlier today and I heard that the

Council - I don’t know whether it’s Council officers, but Councillor PRENTICE

has informed me – that a roundabout at the West End City Cat Ferry terminal cannot happen because it would mean the loss of two fig trees. I reject that analysis.
The West End terminal was worthy of an upgrade three years ago. It is very

much in need of that upgrade now. If the upgrade was undertaken in conjunction with the introduction of the City Glider service, then it would be very be easy to incorporate the roundabout that the community wants at the West End City Cat terminal without having any impact at all on the fig trees.
I argue the introduction of the City Glider bus service must include an upgrade of the West End ferry terminal. The only reason the route is coming through local residential streets is so that it can link with the West End ferry terminal.
So Councillor PRENTICE, you have just given yourself a challenge. That
challenge is to ensure the upgrade of the West End City at terminal at the same time as the implementation of the City Glider service. This is the wish of the community and I shall certainly support my community.
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